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Geochemical observations place several constraints on geophysical processes in the
mantle, including a requirement to maintain several distinct reservoirs. Geophysical
constraints limit plausible physical locations of these reservoirs to a thin basal layer,
isolated deep ‘piles’ of material under large-scale mantle upwellings, high-viscosity
blobs/plums or thin strips throughout the mantle, or some combination of these. A
numerical model capable of simulating the thermochemical evolution of the mantle is
introduced. Preliminary simulations are more differentiated than Earth but display
some of the proposed thermochemical processes, including the generation of a high-µ
mantle reservoir by recycling of crust, and the generation of a high-3He/4He reservoir
by recycling of residuum, although the resulting high-3He/4He material tends to
aggregate near the top, where mid-ocean-ridge melting should sample it. If primitive
material exists as a dense basal layer, it must be much denser than subducted crust
in order to retain its primitive (e.g. high-3He) signature. Much progress is expected
in the near future.

Keywords: mantle convection; plate tectonics; geochemistry; chemical evolution

1. Introduction

From geochemical observations it is clear that the mantle is chemically heteroge-
neous (e.g. Hofmann 1997). Geochemical observations offer important constraints on
the structure and evolution of the mantle yet, despite some pioneering efforts, have
typically been under-considered by the geophysical community. Indeed, geophysical
models of mantle structure have often been inconsistent with geochemical constraints,
while geochemical mantle models have been inconsistent with geophysical constraints
(Tackley 2000a).

The physical evolution and chemical evolution of the plate–mantle system are inex-
tricably coupled. The plate–mantle system influences chemical evolution through the
complementary processes of differentiation (caused by melting) and mixing (of, for
example, subducted/recycled or primordial components). Conversely, compositional
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variations influence the plate–mantle system through the effect of composition on
buoyancy, viscosity (e.g. presence of water) and ‘strength’ in general, and the effect
of radiogenic heating.

We are now at the point where it is becoming possible to combine models of man-
tle geochemical evolution with geophysical models of mantle and plate dynamics, in
order to test hypotheses regarding mantle thermochemical structure and dynamics,
and hence to constrain the range of feasible models. This paper begins by briefly
reviewing geochemical constraints on mantle structure and discussing relevant con-
straints from geophysical modelling and observations. An integrated model of mantle
major- and trace-element evolution, convection and plate tectonics is then introduced
and preliminary simulation results are presented. Finally, plausible models are out-
lined, together with directions for future investigation.

2. Constraints from geochemistry

(a) General

The implications of geochemical observations for constraining mantle structure and
dynamics are briefly reviewed. Of key importance is the inferred existence of several
reservoirs, the physical location of which must be explained.

(i) Isotopic heterogeneities and length-scales

The relative homogeneity of mid-ocean-ridge basalts (MORBs) and heterogeneity
of ocean-island basalts (OIBs) implies that substantial isotopic heterogeneity exists
at short length-scales: the sampling region is presumed to be larger in the case of
MORBs (Allègre & Turcotte 1986). However, although OIB compositions overlap
MORBs, it seems clear that the isotopic composition of MORBs is not simply the
averaged isotopic composition of OIB, implying that OIBs involve some mixing from
other reservoirs (see below) (Hofmann 1997).

(ii) Outgassed fraction of the mantle

The fraction of the mantle that has been processed through mid-ocean-ridge or
other melting environments is constrained by the amount of radiogenic argon (40Ar)
in the atmosphere combined with an estimate of the amount of 40K in the solid
Earth. This suggests that ca. 50% of the mantle has outgassed (Allègre et al . 1996),
although this figure is rather uncertain, mainly because the amount of 40K in the
mantle is uncertain, with K/U estimates ranging from 2800 (Stacey 1992) to 20 000.
Low concentrations of Ar are inferred in the MORB source, suggesting the existence
of a deeper, undegassed reservoir in order to account for the expected amount of
40Ar in the mantle, although this difficulty could be resolved if the amount of 40K
were lower than commonly estimated (Albarède 1998; Davies 1999).

(iii) Lateral mixing

This is constrained by the requirement to maintain distinctly different isotopic
domains, notably the DUPAL anomaly (Castillo 1988; Hart 1984).
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(b) Reservoirs

Several reservoirs have been identified, based either on trace-element ratios in
MORBs and OIBs or on cosmochemical arguments.

Recycled. The high-µ mantle (HIMU) and enriched mantles’ (EM1, EM2) end-
members are identified from trace-element ratios of MORB and OIBs (Hofmann
1997). HIMU is often identified as subducted oceanic crust, and EM1 and EM2
as recycled continental material. The slope of the MORB-to-OIB trend on lead-
isotope diagrams gives a mean age of 1–2 Gyr, although this ‘age’ is not straight-
forwardly interpretable (Albarède 2001; Hofmann 1997).

High 3He/4He. Whereas the 3He/4He ratio in MORB displays a narrow range
of values around eight times the atmospheric ratio, OIBs display a much wider
scatter, with some (e.g. Loihi) having values up to 30 times the atmospheric ratio.
This reservoir has generally been assumed to be primordial and outgassed, because
3He is primordial, whereas 4He is produced by radioactive decay of U and Th.
However, it has recently been argued that high-3He/4He could be caused by recy-
cled depleted lithosphere (Coltice et al . 2000; Coltice & Ricard 1999; Ferrachat
& Ricard 2001). Although it was previously thought that this requires He to be
less incompatible than U and Th (e.g. Graham et al . 1990), so that He ratios are
frozen in the residuum at the time of melting, the above authors showed that this
is not necessary if residuum can be stored for substantial time periods while the
rest of the mantle becomes substantially outgassed.

Mass balance. There is argued to be a primitive, primordial reservoir containing
‘missing’ trace elements, including heat-producing elements (HPEs) and 40Ar. This
argument is based on subtracting a model of continental composition and a model
of depleted MORB mantle composition from a model of bulk-silicate-Earth com-
position: a significant fraction of the expected abundance of several elements is
‘missing’. This is consistent with the low concentrations of HPEs in the MORB
source, which are insufficient to explain the Earth’s heat flow, implying that there
must be some HPEs concentrated elsewhere. This reservoir may make up 10–50%
of the Earth’s mantle and is also ‘hidden’, in the sense that it produces no geo-
chemical (and, apparently, no geophysical) signature. It is difficult for it to also
simultaneously be the high-3He/4He reservoir because it is enriched in U and Th,
which produce large amounts of 4He by radioactive decay.

3. Constraints from geophysical studies

(a) Mixing

(i) Two-dimensional mixing

Two-dimensional simulations of simple mantle convection (Christensen 1989; Kellogg
& Turcotte 1990; Schmalzl & Hansen 1994) suggest that for whole-mantle convec-
tion the mantle should be homogenized in a time-scale of less than 1 Gyr, although
unmixed islands may remain. Non-Newtonian rheology, which is thought to be impor-
tant in the upper mantle (Karato & Wu 1993), may somewhat inhibit mixing (Ten et
al . 1998). The rate at which blobs of anomalous (e.g. primitive) material are stretched
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and assimilated into the flow depends on their relative viscosity; very viscous blobs
can survive intact for many mantle overturns (Manga 1996).

(ii) Three-dimensional mixing

In three-dimensional geometry with only poloidal flow, mixing may be significantly
less efficient than in two dimensions (Schmalzl et al . 1995, 1996) but, if the toroidal
flow associated with plate motions is included (Gable et al . 1991), mixing can instead
be more efficient (Ferrachat & Ricard 1998).

(iii) Deep-mantle mixing

High viscosity in the deep mantle is not sufficient to maintain different reservoirs
over geological time-scales (Ferrachat & Ricard 2001; van Keken & Ballentine 1998,
1999), in contrast to predictions from earlier calculations at lower convective vigour
(Gurnis & Davies 1986). Part of the reason for this apparent discrepancy is that
the latter study used a kinematically driven flow rather than buoyancy-driven flow.
Since a viscosity jump does not affect densities, thermal buoyancy-driven flow has no
problem crossing it, so substantial mass exchange occurs between upper and lower
mantles. Buoyancy is thus necessary to maintain separate reservoirs.

(b) Layering and outgassing

(i) Outgassing

The observed total amount of 40Ar outgassing is consistent with whole-mantle
convection (van Keken & Ballentine 1998, 1999); mantle layering is not required.
More problematic is the very low concentration of 40Ar observed in the MORB
source, which seems to require concentration of the remaining 40Ar in a deeper layer
(e.g. Allègre et al . 1996). However, if the amount of 40K were lower than commonly
estimated, this difficulty could be overcome (Albarède 1998; Davies 1999).

(ii) Layering at 660 km

The mantle is not completely layered at the 660 km discontinuity, although the
descent of slabs may often be temporarily interrupted at that depth. We know this
because seismic tomographic models of increasing resolution and quality (e.g. Masters
et al . 2000; van der Hilst et al . 1997) show that slabs are observed to penetrate the
lower mantle, and because the 660 km discontinuity is now known to correspond
to the spinel-to-perovskite-plus-magnesiowüstite phase transition, which simulations
indicate is unable to completely layer the convection, although local and intermittent
layering is possible (Brunet & Machetel 1998; Butler & Peltier 1997; Christensen
1996; Tackley 1996b; Tackley et al . 1994).

(iii) Thick, deep layer?

A very deep (e.g. ca. 1000 km) stable layer, as proposed by Kellogg et al . (1999),
generates very-high-amplitude heterogeneity in the mid-lower mantle, which is incon-
sistent with seismic tomographic models (Tackley 2002). This is true even if the con-
tributions of temperature and composition to seismic velocity cancel out. In addition,
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such a deep layer would become excessively hot (McNamara & van Keken 2000),
possibly causing partial melting and making it difficult for sufficient heat to leave
the core to drive the geodynamo. Most seismic tomographic models (e.g. Grand et
al . 1997; Masters et al . 2000) suggest that slabs reach the core–mantle boundary
(CMB) in many areas. The boundary of such a layer has not been detected by any
seismic means (Vidale et al . 2001). Thus, the geophysical evidence weighs against
the existence of a global, thick, deep layer.

(iv) Thin or intermittent deep layer

Several lines of evidence argue in favour of a thin (ca. 200–300 km thick) and/or
intermittently thick deep layer. The strong seismic heterogeneity in D′′ (Jeanloz &
Lay 1993; Lay et al . 1998) and the discontinuity above this (Lay & Helmberger
1983) have long been interpreted in terms of chemically distinct material, although
alternative explanations exist (Sidorin et al . 1999). Dense material near the CMB
is swept into ‘piles’ underneath upwellings (Tackley 1998) and thinned, possibly to
zero, under downwellings. Such dense ‘piles’ may be embedded in the two seismically
observed ‘megaplumes’ under the Pacific and Africa. These megaplumes are sharp
sided (Ritsema et al . 1998) and buoyant near the top, but could be dense deeper down
(Gurnis et al . 2000; Ishii & Tromp 1999), as is expected for stable structures. Isolated
dense piles are consistent with the heterogeneity structure of seismic tomographic
models (Tackley 2002). Numerical calculations have demonstrated the dynamical
feasibility of forming a layer of subducted oceanic crust at the base of the mantle
with a HIMU signature (Christensen & Hofmann 1994).

(c) Where could the reservoirs be?

From the above constraints, long-lived reservoirs in the mantle must be either
dense, forming a basal layer, or highly viscous, advected everywhere but resisting
stretching and mixing. The following are considered plausible locations for geochem-
ical reservoirs in the mantle.

(i) A layer that is swept into isolated ‘piles’, probably contained within the seis-
mically observed ‘megaplumes’. Numerical simulations (Tackley 1998) demon-
strate the possible form that these would take. This could apply to either
primitive or recycled crustal material, or some mixture.

(ii) A thin, laterally variable dense layer, related to the seismically observed D′′.
Various numerical and laboratory models have studied the form of such a layer
(e.g. Montague et al . 1998; Olson & Kincaid 1991).

(iii) Neutrally buoyant material wafting around in the mantle. This could either be
in the form of ‘blobs’ or ‘plums’ (Becker et al . 1999; Davies 1984) which resist
stretching due to high viscosity (Manga 1996), or as thin strips, stretched by
convective motions, as in the ‘marble cake’ model (Allègre & Turcotte 1986;
Phipps Morgan & Morgan 1999). It is conceivable that the blobs could prefer-
entially exist in the lower mantle (Becker et al . 1999) if they are denser than
regular mantle, due to the chemical filter effect (Weinstein 1992).
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4. Modelling mantle thermochemical evolution

Here, a new model is introduced that integrates geochemical tracking, mantle con-
vection and self-consistently generated plate tectonics. This is an improvement on
previous convection models with geochemical tracking both in the range of elements
tracked and in the physical realism: previous models used prescribed plate motions
(Christensen & Hofmann 1994) or composition that did not affect buoyancy (Fer-
rachat & Ricard 2001). The present model has been developed as a tool for testing
hypotheses about the Earth’s thermochemical evolution. Some preliminary results
are presented. The model has been developed by adding tracking of trace- and major-
element evolution to a well-established mantle-convection code named Stag3d (e.g.
Tackley 1993). The physical model is described thoroughly elsewhere (Tackley 1996a,
1998, 2002) so is only briefly summarized here, but the chemical model is described
in detail. The treatment of chemical species has many similarities to the treatment
used in Christensen & Hofmann (1994).

(a) Physics

(i) Thermodynamics

The compressible anelastic approximation is assumed in two-dimensional cylindri-
cal geometry, with depth-dependent physical properties (density, thermal diffusion,
thermal expansivity) based on mineral physics results (e.g. Chopelas & Boehler 1992;
Hofmeister 1999). The form of depth-dependent properties is as in Tackley (2002).
The parameters are intended to be Earth like, with the exception of viscosity, which
is too high, resulting in a surface Rayleigh number (defined using the reference upper
mantle viscosity) of 2.0 × 106. The main effect of such depth-dependent properties
is to reduce the vigour of convection and increase the size of convective features in
the deep mantle (Tackley 2002).

(ii) Rheology and plate tectonics

Viscosity varies by six orders of magnitude with temperature, and one order of
magnitude (exponentially) with depth. A pseudoplastic yield stress is included to
prevent the formation of the rigid lid that would normally occur with strong temper-
ature dependence of viscosity. This gives a self-consistent approximation of plate-like
behaviour (e.g. Moresi & Solomatov 1998; Tackley 2000b, c), with essentially rigid
plates separated by passive spreading centres and ‘subduction zones’ that form and
evolve naturally with the convection. However, the obtained ‘subduction zones’ are
double-sided (symmetric) and therefore only a crude approximation of the single-
sided subduction on Earth. By setting the yield stress to high values, the model can
also be used to study the thermochemical evolution of rigid-lid planets such as Mars
or Venus, or planets with hypothesized episodic plate tectonics (Turcotte 1993).

(b) Chemistry

(i) Major elements

For initial simulations a simple two-component major element model is assumed,
in which the composition ranges from ‘crust’ (i.e. basalt/eclogite) to ‘residuum’
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Table 1. Partition coefficients and initial concentrations

initial conc.
isotope D (atoms g−1)

3He 0.07 5.4 × 1010

4He 0.07 5.28 × 1014

36Ar 0.05 1.26 × 1016

40Ar 0.05 1.82 × 1018

40K 0.01 2.46 × 1019

147Sm 0.1 1.41 × 1012

238U 0.007 8.18 × 1013

235U 0.007 1.19 × 1013

204Pb 0.07 6.15 × 1012

206Pb 0.07 7.77 × 1013

207Pb 0.07 8.24 × 1013

232Th 0.007 2.18 × 1014

143Nd 0.07 3.16 × 1012

144Nd 0.07 6.14 × 1012

(i.e. harzburgite). While this should be adequate to model oceanic plates, a major
limitation of the model is that continental crust, which probably requires water
migration from the subducting slab, cannot form. The mantle is initially assumed
to consist of 25% eclogite and 75% harzburgite, which self-consistently differentiate
as described below. It is important to note that in this model the thickness of the
crust and the thickness and composition (i.e. degree of depletion) of the depleted
layer arise self-consistently, rather than being assumed, as in some previous models
(e.g. Christensen & Hofmann 1994; Ferrachat & Ricard 2001). In the presented cases,
density is assumed to vary linearly with composition between the end-members of
basalt/eclogite and harzburgite, with a total density variation of 2.5% of the surface
density, or 82 kg m−3, the eclogite end-member being denser except in the shallowest
60 km, where basalt is less dense. This density variation is lower than realistic for the
upper mantle and top of the lower mantle (e.g. Ringwood 1990), but considerable
uncertainty exists in the deep mantle, where ‘eclogite’ may even become less dense
than pyrolite (Kesson et al . 1998; Ono et al . 2001).

(ii) Minor elements

The present model tracks 207Pb, 206Pb, 204Pb, 235U, 238U, 3He, 4He 36Ar, 40Ar,
40K, 232Th, 143Nd, 144Nd and 147Sm (although the latter three are not presented
here), including relevant radioactive-decay chains. Local heating rates depend on the
local concentration of heat-producing elements.

(iii) Melting and fractionation

Melting is calculated in each grid cell at each time-step, i.e. incremental batch
melting, and melt is immediately erupted to form a surface crust. Melt is generated
in a cell when the cell’s temperature exceeds a depth (pressure) and composition-
dependent solidus based on experimental data (Herzberg et al . 2000; Zerr et al . 1998).
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The melt fraction generated during a melting event is that required to bring the
temperature back onto the solidus. Only the basaltic component can melt; once the
composition reaches ‘harzburgite’, further melting is not permitted. The assumption
of immediate melt eruption physically means that melt percolation and eruption
happen on a short time-scale compared with the numerical time-step. Melt is placed
at the surface as ‘crust’ and the remaining material vertically compacts accordingly.
In each melting event, trace-elements partition between the melt and the residuum
(conserving mass) with partition coefficients (table 1) taken from Hiyagon & Ozima
(1986) for noble gases and Christensen & Hofmann (1994) and Hofmann (1988)
for other elements. For the models presented here it is assumed that noble gases
entering the melt are 99% released to the atmosphere (outgassed) on eruption/crustal
formation.

(iv) Initial condition

Because the current model does not allow for the formation of continental crust, the
initial trace-element composition is based on a model of mantle composition after
continental crust extraction (Christensen & Hofmann 1994; Hofmann 1988). Two
initial conditions are considered here. In case H the mantle is initially homogeneous.
In case L the mantle initially includes a ‘primitive’ dense layer with a thickness of
20% of the mantle depth (i.e. 578 km) that is enriched in trace elements and in 3He.
The initial concentrations of most elements are modified from those in table 1 by
assuming that 50% of trace elements reside in this layer, with the other 50% residing
in the rest of the mantle. The initial concentration of 3He is calculated so that the
present-day value of 3He/4He would be eight times the atmospheric value in the upper
layer and 35 times the atmospheric value in the lower layer, if no differentiation or
mixing occurred.

(c) Numerics

A version of the well-established finite-volume/difference multi-grid code Stag3d

(Tackley 1993, 1998, 2002) is used, with the addition of tracer-particle-based trace-
element tracking and crustal production. Two types of tracer particles are defined,
one representing ‘crust’ and one ‘residuum’, and all tracers carry the full range of
trace elements. For each time-step the amount of melting in each cell is calculated
and trace elements are redistributed (fractionated) between the (basalt) tracers that
melt and the tracers that do not melt. Melted tracers are then placed at the top of
the system and compaction is accounted for.

5. Simulation results

(a) Cases and realism

Although several cases have so far been run, this paper focuses on two, the only
difference being the initial condition (homogeneous or layered). The models pre-
sented are short of being Earth like in several respects, the most important of which
are convective vigour and viscosity/rheology; limitations that are for the moment
imposed by the numerical solver and the computer resources available. However, the
results illustrate several processes that have been proposed to occur in Earth and are
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Figure 1. Outgassing of He and Ar isotopes versus time, expressed as a fraction of the total
amount of each isotope (which increases with time for 4He and 40Ar): (a) case H, (b) case L.

thus worth examining. Regarding convective vigour, at the end of the simulations
(‘present day’) the surface heat flux is ca. 30 mW m−2, while the root-mean-squared
surface velocity is ca. 0.3 cm yr−1, values that are factors of approximately 2.6 and
10 lower than Earth’s, respectively, implying that the effective Rayleigh number is
ca. 1.5 orders of magnitude too low.

Regarding viscosity, it is much less temperature dependent than the Earth’s, which
means that the mantle temperature changes by greater amounts to accommodate
changes in the internal heating rate (by self-regulation (Tozer 1972)). In addition, the
model viscosity is too high, as indicated by the too-low surface velocities. As a result,
the mantle temperature is unrealistically hot in these calculations, resulting in greater
amounts of melting and differentiation than is realistic for the Earth. Although sev-
eral physical properties and parameters affect mantle temperatures in convection
calculations (e.g. Tackley 1996a), viscosity varies much more than anything else and
is likely to be dominant in determining mantle temperature in the Earth.

(b) Outgassing and time evolution

The time history of outgassing of noble gases (figure 1) indicates that case H is 87%
outgassed in radiogenic 40Ar, while case L is 67% outgassed, which, when compared
with the geochemically preferred value of 50% (Allègre et al . 1996), suggests that
these models are more differentiated than the Earth, although outgassing would be
greatly reduced if some of the gases were retained in the crust. This is because the
model mantle is hotter than realistic, as explained above, which more than compen-
sates for the fact that plate velocities are much lower in the model than in the Earth.

The time history of outgassing for case H (figure 1a) indicates an early phase
of abundant magmatism and outgassing, followed by a slower phase persisting to
the present day. This deceleration is caused by the secular decay of heat-producing
elements and by the differentiation and resulting chemical stratification of the mantle
as discussed below. In case L, the mantle takes longer to heat up because heat-
producing elements are concentrated in a deep layer. This results in an early epoch
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Figure 2. Internal structures after 3.6 Gyr of case H (left column) and case L (right column).
(a), (b) Composition, ranging from basalt/eclogite (red) to harzburgite (blue). (c), (d) Temper-
ature field, from 300 K (blue) to 3600 K (red). 207Pb/204Pb for (e) case H, ranging from 14.3
(blue) to 18 (red), and (f) case L, ranging from 14.4 (blue) to 16.6 (red). 3He/4He (relative to
atmospheric) for: (g) case H, ranging from 0 (blue) to 54 (red) and (h) case L, ranging from 0
(blue) to 43 (red).

of rigid-lid behaviour and limited magmatism. If a sufficiently lower lithospheric yield
stress were assumed, this early rigid lid would not form.

(c) Interior structure

(i) Homogeneous start

For case H, the compositional field (figure 2a) indicates that a thick layer of dense,
subducted oceanic crust has built up at the base of the mantle, with a thin crust
near the surface. A compositional gradation exists between these layers, with approx-
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imately the upper two-thirds of the mantle being strongly depleted, because residuum
from melting is assumed to be buoyant at all depths. Other simulations indicate that
the extent of compositional stratification that builds up is strongly dependent on the
compositional density contrast.

The dense, recycled layer is enriched in the heat-producing incompatible elements
40K, U and Th because they partition into the crust on melting. The resulting intense
heat production causes the layer to become almost as hot as the CMB, as seen in
the temperature field (figure 2c). CMB heat flow is low, at 11% of the total heat
flow. Upwellings (e.g. plumes) from this layer are suppressed because of the stable
compositional gradient that exists in the mantle.

The 207Pb/204Pb ratio (figure 2e) is high in this recycled crustal material, because
of the high concentration of U, which produces 207Pb. These ratios are analysed
further later. The 3He/4He ratio (figure 2g) is very low in the recycled crustal layer
because it is enriched in U and Th, which produce 4He; this dominates any He that
was there previously because 99% of the pre-existing He in this material was lost
to the atmosphere when the magma erupted. The 3He/4He ratio is high in recycled
residuum, however, because it is assumed, based on Hiyagon & Ozima (1986) and
Hofmann (1988), that He is less incompatible than U and Th (table 1). Therefore,
while almost all of the U and Th are lost during melting, significant amounts of He
are retained in the residuum. Lack of U and Th means that the He-isotope ratio
is frozen at its (higher than present-day) value. While this is generally consistent
with the models of Coltice & Ricard (1999) and Ferrachat & Ricard (2001), they
obtained high 3He/4He even when the partition coefficient for He was lower than
that for U and Th, because the background mantle became progressively degassed,
so its 3He/4He ratio fell faster than that of ancient residuum. This high-3He/4He-
ratio material is preferentially located in the upper mantle, directly underneath the
lithosphere, because the residuum is buoyant and hence ‘floats’ to the top. However,
because the degree of melting is higher in this model than in the Earth (as discussed
earlier), the degree of depletion, and hence the buoyancy of the residuum, may be
overestimated.

(ii) Layered start

The fields for case L show similar types of structure to those of case H, which may
be surprising given the difference in initial conditions. In particular, the dense basal
layer is expected to exhibit a high 3He/4He ratio because of the high concentration of
3He that was initially present in the layer. Early in the calculation this was indeed the
case: the subducted crust added to the original layer, and the high concentration of
U and Th in the recycled crust, produced enough 4He to overwhelm the pre-existing
3He. For this to be prevented, the original layer must have a substantially higher
density than subducted crust, and/or a higher initial concentration of 3He.

(d) Isotope ratios

Lead–lead isotope diagrams for the two cases (figure 3a, b) show a scatter that
lies roughly along the observed MORB–HIMU trend, but extends to even lower and
higher values. The average isotope ratios of erupted magmas in the final part of each
run (indicated by the vertical line) lie within the observed range of MORB values.
The ‘ages’ that are derived from the slope of the lead–lead diagram are 2.8 and
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Figure 3. Isotopic information for case H (left column) and for case L (right column).
(a), (b) Pb–Pb-isotope diagrams for the whole domain, with the vertical line indicating the
average composition of erupted magmas and the sloping line being a least-squares fit of the
points giving ‘ages’ of 2.8 and 2.4 Gyr respectively. Histograms show isotope ratios of material
that melts in the last 150 Myr of the calculations (case H exhibits more melting than case L
during this time period): (c), (d) 207Pb/204Pb; (e), (f) 3He/4He relative to atmospheric.
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2.4 Gyr, somewhat larger than the 1–2 Gyr obtained for the Earth (Hofmann 1997).
The interpretation of this ‘age’ is complicated for Earth (Albarède 2001; Hofmann
1997); for a simple recycling model such as the present one and that of Christensen
& Hofmann (1994), it is related to (although not equal to) the residence time of
heterogeneities in the basal layer and would decrease if the subducted crust were less
dense than is assumed here.

Since, in reality, isotope ratios can only be measured in erupted material, model
isotope ratios for material erupted during the final 150 Myr of each case are pre-
sented. The 207Pb/204Pb ratio distribution (figure 3c, d) reflects that obtained in the
interior (figure 3a, b). For case H, helium ratios (figure 3e) are distributed around
that observed for MORB (approximately eight times atmospheric), with a few high
values of up to 37 times atmospheric, compatible with some hotspots on Earth. For
case L, however, He-ratio values are clustered around an intermediately high value of
20 times atmospheric and seem to be dominated by high-3He/4He buoyant residuum
material that exists under the lithosphere.

6. Conclusions

While geochemistry indicates the need for several reservoirs, geophysical observa-
tions constrain the plausible location of mantle reservoirs to be a thin (D′′) layer,
isolated pockets or piles, probably under large-scale mantle upwellings, or distributed
through the mantle as high-viscosity ‘plums’/‘blobs’ or thin strips. Numerical con-
vection codes with integrated geochemical tracking are emerging as a powerful tool
for testing hypothesized models of the mantle. Preliminary simulations presented
here are more highly differentiated than Earth but display some of the proposed
thermochemical processes, including generation of a HIMU reservoir by recycling
of crust and generation of a high-3He/4He reservoir by recycling of residuum. The
resulting high-3He/4He material tends to aggregate in the upper mantle, so would
be expected to be sampled in MORB melting. If primitive material exists as a dense
basal layer, it must be even more dense than subducted crustal material in order not
to mix and have its primitive (high-3He) signature overwhelmed. However, since the
model is far from Earth like, these findings are only tentative.

The existing model needs to be made more Earth like in terms of rheology, convec-
tive vigour and amount of differentiation (i.e. amount of melting). Greater convective
vigour will also result in faster mixing, which is important in rehomogenizing the dif-
ferentiated components. Such realism should be possible in two dimensions in the
near future.

Several other model shortcomings need to be addressed, perhaps most acutely the
lack of continents, which are thought to play a major role in the Earth’s chemical
differentiation. A better model of density as a function of composition and pressure
(and temperature) is required (e.g. Ringwood 1990), although there is considerable
uncertainty about the correct values particularly in deep mantle where eclogite may
even be less dense than pyrolite (Kesson et al . 1998; Ono et al . 2001). Melting and
differentiation is treated using a crude parametrization of a complex physical process
that is still not well understood. The initial condition is not known. Thus, better data
on the dependence of density on composition in the deep mantle, ‘effective’ partition
coefficients, etc., are keenly needed.
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